BY HAL SULLIVAN

The 20th Century’s
First Five Holiday Decades

Familiar Interests Occupy
Us All These Years Later

Downtown Windsor in winter of the late 1920s. The Metropolitan Building, later the Canada
Trust Building (left) and the Security Building (middle) dwarf what had in earlier days been
the City Centre’s tallest structure, the Bartlet Building (right) along London $t. W. (now Uni-
versity Ave. W.) against the smoky skyline of Detroit.

(Photo courtesy the Walkerville Publishing Group.)

here’s a traditional maxim which tells us that “the more things

change, the more they are the same”. The origin of this folksy bit of

philosophy is a little clouded and it may have had its roots in the
Bible, but its most direct source is the 19th Century French philosopher
Alphonse Carr who wrote, “Plus la change, plus cest la méme
chose”...... words which we've translated literally into the English lan-
guage to describe how history seems to repeat itself.

In the communities of Windsor and Essex County we find innumer-
able examples of this, especially as we look back during the holiday sea-
son and reflect on the 12 months which end with the coming of the New
Year. From a century ago in 1907 to 50 years later in 1957, our story fo-

cused itself on matters which continue to involve us even now.
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These include celebrating the festive season against the background of
cross border issues, shopping, tourism and entertainment, development
and expansion, charitable concerns and relationships among ourselves.

In 1907, after first being an incorporated village and then a town, Windsor had been
an officially designated city for 15 years.

Holiday time in the Windsor of 100 years ago saw another international controversy but
this one had to do with transport upon the water rather than beneath it.

Windsor and Detroit and private interests were at odds about a Windsor-Detroit
ferryboat franchise, with accusations of political interference and influence flying in every
direction.

The matter was eventually settled and ferry service between the foot of Ouellette Ave.
in Windsor and the foot of Woodward Ave. in Detroit continued until it collapsed because
of competition from the Ambassador Bridge, which opened 22 years afterward in 1929,
and the Windsor-Detroit Tunnel, which hosted its first travelers a year later in 1930.

Detroit businesses made a point of advertising heavily in Windsor, and this city’s mer-
chants answered in kind.

But in 1907 and without bothering to take a boat ride to Detroit, you could buy ice

skates here...... the kind that strapped onto
your street shoes...... for as little as $1.

Turkey sold for 14 cents a pound and a
10 to 12 pound Christmas goose cost just a
dollar.

Area merchants were virtually unani-
mous that the time between Christmas and
New Years in 1907 was the most profitable
holiday season yet.

The Windsor Board of Trade, now the
Chamber of Commerce, said the years
“yuletide prosperity and good cheer” had
“established a new high-water mark”.

One of the best selling holiday wonders
in Windsor-Essex was the Edison Phono-
graph “with the big horn”.

The Edison Company of Orange, New
Jersey, “Is your mood sentimental? The
Edison Phonograph will sing delightful bal-
lads for you. Or, are you blue? The Phono-
graph has witty comedians whose funny
songs and clever stories will make you laugh
the blues away.”

Detroit’s Crystal Theatre advertised its
silent movies in terms of length as well as
quality, claiming to present “2,000 foot
motion pictures” as well as vaudeville.

But it wasnt all entertainment and hap-
piness in 1907.

One of the more unusual news stories of
the season involved a former bookkeeper of
the Trussed Concrete Steel Company in
Walkerville.

The man admitted in court that he had
“raised” two cheques for $1,000 on the
company’s account, but his defence was
that he did it “to help win the hand of
the young lady who afterward became
his wife”.

Evidently his rival suitor was a son of a
wealthy family, so the defendant commit-
ted the swindle to buy his lady more ex-
pensive Christmas gifts than he could
otherwise have afforded.

He was found guilty.

A decade later, 90 years ago in 1917, the
holidays in Windsor-Essex had a far more

sombre atmosphere about them. >

Holiday « 2007 81



ITLICTULL LU LILIdL ICHSLIVE HTAdULL dd L L/all}'-
On’ Christmas”, saying that “before 1914
it was a Merry Christmas. War (has) sad-
dened and depressed us”.

In recent years there've been various sug-
gestions for the future of Windsor’s historic
Armouries on University Ave. E., including
a proposal for it to be turned into a concert
hall for the Windsor Symphony Orchestra
and other musical venrtures.

But the Armouries, whose construction
started 107 years ago in 1900, seldom
housed a more distinguished occasion than
it did at 4 o'clock on the afternoon of
Thursday, November 15th, 1917.

Two world famous performers appeared
there: the legendary Scottish “King of
Vaudeville Entertainers”, the singer, com-
poser and comedian Harry (two years later
Sir Harry) Lauder; and the renowned
United States Navy Lieutenant and “March
King” John Philip Sousa.

Windsor’s Mayor, Charles R. Tuson, pro-
claimed that schools and factories would
close to allow as many people as possible to
attend the free admission appearance of the
two storied entertainers. Harry Lauder
brought his pipers and Sousa appeared with
his 300 piece military band.

During the holiday season of 1917 itself,
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rannues i we puiacet Cltles of Windsor,
Sandwich, Walkerville, Ford City (later
East Windsor) and Ojibway, a town which
actually had residents back then.

The special Goodfellows newspapers
were also a familiar fact of holiday season
life, sold as they are now on street corners
and in other public places by what were
termed “The Old Newsboys”.

In 1917, sale of the newspapers brought
in “the magnificent sum” of just under
$1,240 in small change, including pennies.

This bountiful total allowed the Good-
fellows to purchase 660 chickens, 150
pounds of butter and hundreds of cans of
vegetables and other foodstuffs, along with
clothing and toys for needy children.

The Great War, as it was then called,
ended in November of the following year,
1918, and the Allied world was launched
into a period of unprecedented prosperity.
It was called The Roaring Twenties and it
was a time of optimism and was still bar-
reling along at top speed in the holiday sea-
son of 1927.

In that year, Charles A. Lindbergh made
the first solo non stop airplane flight across
the Atlantic Ocean.

Automobiles were so universally avail-
able that Ontario and other jurisdictions

tume 1in its history Windsor attained the po-
sition of Ontario’s fourth city — a feat of
which the people of this community may
well be proud.”

Mayor Jackson’s sunny outlook on things
was echoed by the political leaders of the
other Border Cities and also by the leaders
of the other communities of Essex County.

The sky was the limit...or so it was
thought. This was two years before the be-
ginning of the Great Depression.

Windsor’s profile was changing, too.

Tall buildings were going up.

The Prince Edward Hotel at Quellette
Ave. and Park St. was already there and had
been since 1922.

But in the later 1920s it was joined by its
next door neighbour, the Canada Building,
the Norton Palmer Hotel and the Security
Building at Pelissier and London Streets
(now University Ave. W.).

However, what would have been the
most magnificent structure of them all and,
at the time, the tallest edifice in the British
Empire, was planned in 1927, yet never
built.

This was the Royal Windsor Hotel, de-
signed for the corner of Dougall Ave. and
London St. (again, now University Avenue

West).















